
GCSE music 

The Edexcel GCSE qualification is a rigorous academic course. It will 
inspire the next generation of students in forming personal and 
meaningful relationships with music through the development of musical 
knowledge, understanding and skills.  

Students will be encouraged to engage critically and creatively with a 
wide range of music, develop an understanding of the place of music in 
different cultures and contexts, and reflect on how music is used in the 
expression of personal and collective identities.  

Qualification at a glance  

The Edexcel GCSE in Music consists of one externally examined paper and 
two non-examined assessments  

Component  
Overview  

 
Assessment  

Component 1  

Performing  

30% NEA  

2 performances  

Solo - minimum 1 piece - minimum 1 minute  

Ensemble - minimum 1 piece - minimum 1 
minute  

Together total minimum of 4 minutes across the 
solo and ensemble pieces  

Minimum total 2 
pieces  

30 marks each  

Total of 60 marks  

 

Component 2  

Composing  

30% NEA  

2 compositions  

1 to set brief – minimum 1 minute  

1 free composition – minimum 1 minute  

Together total minimum of 3 minutes  

2 pieces 
30 marks each  

Total of 60 marks  

Component 3  

Appraising  

40% Exam  

4 Areas of Study with 2 Set Works each:  

• Instrumental Music 1700–1820 • Vocal Music 
• Music for Stage and Screen 
• Fusions  

 

Exam 1hr 45mins  

Total of 80 marks  

 



What pieces will I study? 

 

An engaging range of Set Works to nurture in-depth musical 
understanding and analysis 

 

Area of Study  

 

 Set Works  

 

Instrumental Music 
1700–1820  

J.S. Bach: 3rd Movement from Brandenburg Concerto no. 5 in D 
major  

L. van Beethoven: 1st Movement from Piano Sonata no. 8 in C 
minor ‘Pathétique’  

 

Vocal Music  
H. Purcell: Music for a While 
Queen: Killer Queen (from the album ‘Sheer Heart Attack’)  

 

Music for Stage and 
Screen  

S. Schwartz: Defying Gravity (from the album of the cast recording 
of Wicked)  

J. Williams: Main title/rebel blockade runner (from the soundtrack 
to Star Wars Episode IV: A New Hope)  

 

Fusions  

Afro Celt Sound System: Release (from the album ‘Volume 2: 
Release’)  

Esperanza Spalding: Samba Em Preludio (from the album 
‘Esperanza’)  

 
 
 

 
You will also study pieces related to the set works as unfamiliar listening 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FAQ 
 

• How good to I need to be at performing? 
To achieve the highest grade in performance, you will need to be able to 
play at a grade 4 or 5 level 
 

• I don’t play an instrument, but I can sing, can I still do mucic? 
You can perform on any instrument, including voice and could even 
perform on a combination of 2 or more instruments 
 

• I only play pop music, is this ok? 
You can perform any genre of music! 
 

• I can’t read music very well, does that matter? 
You will need to be able to read music to access the GCSE course. If you 
are willing to learn this year and you can understand the notation, you 
should be able to access the course. 
 

• Will taking music limit my career options? 
Absolutely not! Lots of people have taken Music as a GCSE and A Level 
and have gone on to have successful careers in areas such as Law, 
medicine and banking. If anything, Music GCSE will enhance your CV, not 
limit it. 

 
 
 If you learn Music you’ll 

learn History, you’ll learn 
Mathematics. If you learn 
Music, you’ll learn most all 
there is to learn. 
 

The varied nature of the music course 
enables students to develop highly 
desirable skills in areas such as self-
management, creativity, data analysis, 
performance, teamwork, problem-
solving, and communication, all of which 
makes them an attractive prospect for 
potential employers. (Oxford University) 
 

Rather than 
limiting your 
career 
prospects, a 
music degree 
opens doors to a 
wide range of 
careers both 
within and 
outside the arts. 
(Oxford 
University) 
 

children involved in music have larger growth of 
neural activity than people not in music training. 
 

Students in schools with superior music education 
programs scored around 22 percent higher in English and 
20 percent higher in maths scores on standardized tests. 
 


