
YEAR 9 HOME LEARNING RELIGIOUS EDUCATION WEEK BEGINNING 18TH MAY AND WK BG 1st JUNE 

What is the learning objective for this fortnight? 

Lesson 1: To be able to identify and describe the laws on abortion in the UK. To critically discuss 

moral issues surrounding abortion. 

Lesson 2: To recap key arguments for and against abortion. To consider the different Christian 

views towards abortion. 

How long should I spend on work in RE this fortnight? 

Aim to spend 1 hour 20 minutes on Religious Education this fortnight – you can split this up into four 

20 minute sessions.  

What should I do if I complete the work early? 

There are some EXTENSION activities at the end of this document which you could complete once 

you’ve finished all of the work.  

Where can I find the resources for this fortnight? 

Brine Leas Website; Portal; Click on either the Microsoft Logo or the Apple Mac one; Type in 

Username and Password; Click on remote desktop; Click on This PC Go to (x) students; Read only 

folder; Home Learning folder; Year 9 folder; Religious Education folder; wkbeg18h May folder and 

wkbeg1st June folder 

Lesson 1: Title: Key Issues Surrounding the Abortion Debate (complete week beg 18th May) 

On lined paper, in your exercise book, or in a Word document, put the title and date. 

Activity 1 – Knowledge retrieval quiz – Answer all the questions below in full sentences.   

(15 minutes) 

Q1) What is the difference between passive euthanasia and active euthanasia? (2 marks) 

Q2) Give 2 reasons why many Christians believe that euthanasia is wrong.  (2 marks) 

Q3) Give 2 reasons why some people from the Modern Church People’s Union may argue that 

assisted dying is acceptable in some cases.      (2 marks) 

Q4) Give 2 reasons why many Muslims believe that euthanasia is wrong.  (2 marks) 

Q5) What is the main difference between pro – life organisations and pro – choice organisations? 

            (2 marks) 

Q6) What does it mean to say a foetus is ‘viable’?     (1 mark) 

Q7) What does the term ‘conception’ refer to?      (1 mark) 

Once you’ve completed all the questions, use the feedback sheet to mark and adjust your 

answers. 

Activity 2: Read the information below on the History of Abortion. Use this information to answer the 

following questions: (10 minutes) 

1) Outline when abortions are legal in England and Wales. 

2) Do you think the law on abortion in England and Wales is right? Give reasons for your 

opinion.           



Use the feedback sheet to mark and adjust your answers. 

 

 

Activity 3: Read the information below on the question over when ‘life begins’.  

 

 

  



 

 

Activity 4: Draw the timeline below across a double page, using the pictures and information 

above, plot the different stages of foetal development on your timeline. Aim to include the key 

points e.g brain is fully formed at 11 weeks. (10 minutes) 

 

Activity 5: Using the information you’ve learnt on foetal development, answer the following 

questions; (5 minutes) 

When do you think ‘life’ begins? Give reasons for your view. 

Say how your view on when life begins may affect how you think about abortion. 

 

Use the model answer on the feedback sheet to help you with your answer. 

 

 



 

Lesson 2: Christian views on Abortion (to be completed week beg 1st June) 

On lined paper, in your exercise book, or in a Word document, put the title and date. 

Activity 1: TRUE OR FALSE – write down all the statements which are TRUE, the ones which you think 

are FALSE change them so they are correct. (5 minutes) 

1) The Abortion Act of 1977 legalised abortion in England and Wales. 

2) A woman may have an abortion in England and Wales if 3 doctors agree certain criteria is 

met. 

3) Conception is the moment of fertilization- when the sperm enters the egg. 

4) Viability refers to the capability of the fetus to have prolonged life outside the mother’s 

womb. 

5) According to the Abortion Act, viability is at 22 weeks of pregnancy. 

6) Pro life organisations believe that abortion should be the mother’s choice. 

7) Many Christians are against abortion because they believe life begins at conception. 

 

Use the feedback sheet to mark and adjust your answers. 

Activity 2: Copy the statements below, decide whether they are FOR or AGAINST abortion. (10 

minutes) 

Statement on Abortion FOR AGAINST 

God gives life and only God can take it away.   

Severely handicapped foetuses won’t have a good quality of life if they 

are born. 

  

Unwanted pregnancies can ruin young women’s lives.   

Our bodies and our lives are our own and we can make the decision that 

is best for us. 

  

A new cell is formed at conception that has the potential to be a person.   

Abortions are emotionally scaring for some women.   

When abortion is illegal women die from “back-street” abortions which are 

unsafe. 

  

The foetus has a right to life the same as the mother and is an innocent 

being 

  

Modern abortion methods do not cause physical harm to the woman.   

Abortion based on disability such as downs syndrome is discrimination.   

Abortion reduces population and the cost to welfare as unwanted 

children are not born.  

  

People should accept the responsibility that comes with having sex: It 

might produce children. 

  

 

Use the feedback sheet to mark and adjust your answers. 

 

Activity 3: Read the different Christian views towards abortion below – remember there are many 

different Christian denominations (e.g Roman Catholic/Church of England/Methodist) with 

different views. Some of the quotes below are from the Bible, if you see names such as Exodus, 



Corinthians, Jeremiah, Luke, Genesis, Psalms – you know these are quotes from the Bible. (5 

minutes) 

  

 

Activity 4: Complete all activities below using the information you have just read on the different 

Christian views towards abortion. (15 minutes) 



 

Use the feedback sheet to mark and adjust your answers. 

Activity 5: Complete the exam style question below (5 minutes) 

 

Explain two contrasting Christian beliefs about abortion. (4 marks) 

 

Use the model answer on the feedback sheet to mark and adjust your answers. 

 

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES 

Read the Case Study below – consider your views on abortion based on gender 

Case study - India's missing girls 

On 23rd May 2011, the BBC published an article asking 'Where are India's millions of missing girls?' 

based on the figures of the 2011 Indian census which showed a serious decline in the number of 

girls under the age of seven. Activists feared that eight million female fetuses may have been 

aborted from 2001-2011. 

The figures show that for every 1000 boys born in India, there are only 914 girls which campaigners 

put down largely to the increased availability of antenatal sex screening. Although India outlawed 

sex-selective abortion in 1994, campaigners argue that this is not being strictly implemented. In 

south west Delhi for example, there are dozens of ultrasound clinics. This area has the worst child 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-south-asia-13264301


sex ratio in the capital with 836 girls for every 1000 boys. Delhi is not alone in this, with sex ratios 

declining in 17 states in India in the past decade. 

All this has occurred regardless of the Pre-Natal Determination Test (PNDT) Act of 1994, which 

outlawed sex-selective abortion, and which was amended in 2004 to include gender selection even 

at the pre-conception stage. 

 

 


