
YEAR 9 HOME LEARNING RELIGIOUS EDUCATION WEEK BEGINNING 4th MAY AND 11th MAY 

FEEDBACK SHEET This sheet is to be used by parents to help students reflect on their answers to the 

questions and activities completed during the RE home learning for Week beginning 4th May and 

11th May. This sheet is not to be used by students whilst completing their work.  

Lesson 1: Title: Religious views on Euthanasia Activity 1: Application Activity: MODEL ANSWER 

 

 

 

 



Activity 2: Starter tasks - ANSWERS 

Euthanasia means: (circle the correct answer) 

Easy fall  easy tragedy  easy death  easy times 

 

Tick the true or false box for each statement below. True False 

1. Euthanasia is allowed in the UK in extreme cases only  ✓ 

2. Euthanasia is allowed in Switzerland ✓  

3. In the Greek language, the word thanatos means 

gentle/easy 

 ✓ Thanatos means death 

4. Euthanasia comes from Latin words of ‘eu’ and 

‘thanatos’ 

✓  

5. Euthanasia is a controversial issue ✓  

6. Euthanasia is the same as murder in most countries ✓  

7. All Christians believe that euthanasia is murder  ✓ not all Christians see 

euthanasia as murder, 

some allow switching off life 

support if brain death has 

been established as it is 

following God’s will 

8. Some Christians believe that euthanasia is allowed 

but only on old people. 

 ✓ Christians would not 

believe just because you 

are old euthanasia should 

be allowed – the elderly are 

to be respected and cared 

for. 

  

 

Voluntary Euthanasia Patient has asked for it. E.g. a cancer patient who asks for a drug to 

    quicken their death 

Involuntary Euthanasia Euthanasia is performed without the dying person being told. e.g. a  

    coma patient. 

Active Euthanasia   Doctors give the patient pain killing drugs knowing that the drug will 

    also kill the patient. 

Passive euthanasia   Doctors give a painkilling drug but do nothing to save the patient. 

 

 

 

 

 



Activity 4: Answers 

“Thou shall not commit murder”(Exodus 20:13) 

Life is ended by humans and not God, so is murder and a sin. 

 

Dalai Lama said Buddhists believed every life was precious and none more so than human 

life adding “I think it is better to avoid it” (Dalai Lama in 1993) 

Life is sacred and so taking away a life should be avoided at all costs. 

“The days given to me had been planned before they ever began” (Psalms 139) 

God has predetermined when we die, ending life prematurely through euthanasia is going against 

God’s plan. 

“In some exceptional circumstances it might be acceptable. Everything should be judged 

case by case” (Dalai Lama 1993) 

In some cases euthanasia maybe acceptable, each case needs to be looked at individually 

         “We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God.” (Acts 14:22) 

Suffering may have value, for example Jesus’ suffering was for the atonement of sin. So removing 

suffering may be against God’s will and could prevent you from going to heaven. 

Activity 6: Answers 

Religion 
Agree/ 

disagree 
Why do they hold this belief? 

 

Roman 

Catholic 

Disagree with 

euthanasia 

They believe that anything that deliberately brings about death 

is murder. They believe in the sanctity of life, that life can only be 

taken away by God and if it is taken away by doctors it is 

interfering in God’s plan. Catholics are also concerned that 

allowing euthanasia would put pressure on people to ask for it. 

They also see suffering as a way to become closer to God. 

 

Church of 

England 

Disagree with 

active 

euthanasia 

but accept 

some forms 

of passive 

euthanasia 

Sometimes passive euthanasia is the most loving choice, also 

giving extra ordinary treatment is interfering in God’s plan for 

death. 

They do not allow active euthanasia and argue that Hospices 

are a good alternative as they allow patients to die in dignity 

and with love and support. 



The Modern 

Church 

people's Union 

Want assisted 

dying 

legalised for 

terminal 

patients. 

They feel that drugs which are used to end a suffering persons 

life are God given, and should be used if it is the most loving 

thing to do. 

Jesus taught to treat others as they want to be treated – 80% of 

people say they would like to have assisted dying if it was 

available. 

People have been given free will and so should have the right to 

determine what happens after they die. 

Religion 
Agree/ 

disagree 
Why do they hold this belief? 

 

Buddhist view 

1 

Euthanasia is 

wrong  

The first precept (rule) of Buddhism is to not harm other living 

beings. Buddhists believe in karma and so if they choose to end 

their lives prematurely they may have to be forced to answer to 

that in another life. 

 

Buddhist view 

2 

Some 

Buddhists 

allow 

voluntary 

euthanasia 

Buddhists believe in personal choice and responsibility, if a 

person has a clear mind and is not affected by any outside 

pressure, they should be allowed to choose what to do with their 

own life. Many Buddhists see euthanasia as compassionate as it 

ends suffering. 

Muslim view 1 The majority 

of Muslims 

are against 

euthanasia 

The Qur’an says that suicide is wrong “Do not throw yourselves 

with your own hands into destruction”, so therefore assisting 

suicide must also be wrong.  

Euthanasia is considered as murder which is against the Qur’an 

as only Allah has the right to give and take life away. 

Muslims believe this life is a test, ending life prematurely is like 

cheating on the test. 



Muslim view 2 Some Muslims 

allow life 

support to be 

switched off 

and consider 

this not to be 

euthanasia 

Muslim lawyers have agreed that machines can be switched off 

if doctors believe life has ended. If brain death is established 

arguably switching off the life support is accepting Allah’s will. 

Some Muslims believe that God does not intend to put extra 

burdens on people.  

 

Lesson 2: Title: An Introduction to Abortion  

ACTIVITY 1 – ANSWERS    Key Words 

Abortion The deliberate ending of life after the fertilisation of human ovum and before birth. 

Adoption The legal transfer of parental responsibilities. 

Conception The moment of fertilization- when the sperm enters the egg. 

Embryo An organism in the early stages of growth and differentiation, from fertilisation to the 

beginning of the third month of pregnancy (in humans). 

Fertilisation The moment of conception- when the sperm enters the egg. 

Foetus An unborn offspring, from the embryo stage (the end of the eighth week after conception, 

when the major structures have formed) until birth. 

Fostering A temporary transfer of parental responsibilities.  

Pro choice In favour of a woman’s right to choose to have an abortion. The rights of the mother 

outweigh anyone else’s rights (including the foetus) 

Pro life Against abortion. In favour of the rights of the foetus to life. 

Quality of life How good or bad a person’s life is. Factors for measurement include health, wealth 

etc. 

Quickening A medieval term to describe the first moment a foetus is felt to move. Believed to be 

the moment the foetus gets its soul from God. 

Sanctity of life The belief that life is precious, a blessing or gift that must be treasured and 

protected. 

Viability In the abortion debate viability refers to the capability of the fetus to have prolonged life 

outside the mother’s womb, in British law viability is at 24 weeks of pregnancy. 

Zygote The fertilized egg.  

 


