Hello!
We often have conversations with well-intentioned parents who want to help their children as much
as possible through this vital year. Many parents, though, don’t feel like they know where to find
suitable resources or how to help their child to work through the course. This year we will be
sending home monthly emails with ideas and strategies to help parents support their child as they
study for their GCSE subjects. We hope that these monthly e-mails (with September being a little
later than planned) will help in this regard, especially with the GCSE still being so new and unfamiliar.
Students’ success in their English GCSE is dependent on being able to remember the English skills
required to write formal essays, to analyse texts and to respond to questions based on language,
theme, character, or setting. In addition, there is much knowledge to be learnt about the texts
studied, such as historical and societal influences on the writer. You’ll be receiving a monthly
calendar with an activity to try each day which reflects these requirements. Students will be so much
more likely to remember what they have revised if it is broken up into a little bit each day, rather
than cramming it all into the final weeks. In addition to daily activities, students will have one lesson
per fortnight which is allocated specifically to revision or an area of weakness. Finally, each month
you will also receive a selection of exam questions that will help students to practise.
Continuing to read regularly is an essential part of English revision. We recommend that students
read for at least 20 minutes each evening and read texts which interest them. All texts chosen
should have a good level of Standard English. As the year progresses, pieces should increase in
difficulty and challenge. A good mix of non-fiction and fiction, modern and pre-1918 texts is
expected; novels, speeches, newspapers, news websites, journals, textbooks, short stories and blogs
are some suggestions.
Hopefully, the emails are useful; they will also contain information for you such as upcoming dates,
new GCSE information, deadlines, etc. if you have any feedback or ideas that you’d like to be
included in the future please let us know.

Ms Meredith
(Assistant Head of English)

Question 3
Many students were able to work out that Naveed needs 208 screws and most went on to divide by
20. A common error was not rounding the decimal answer up to a whole number of packets with
some students giving 10.4 as the final answer and others rounding it down to 10. Some students did
not use the information that each door has 2 hinges and worked out that Naveed needs 104 screws.

Question 14
It was very common to see the total playing time of the four tracks being added as decimals with the
calculation 5.30 + 3.45 + 4.40 + 3.36 = 16.51 minutes with 3 minutes 49 seconds being a very popular
incorrect answer. The most successful candidates were those who added the minutes and hours
separately and then tried to convert 151 seconds to minutes and seconds. Many showed their
working for subtracting their time from 20 minutes which meant they could score the second
method mark. It was unusual to see all the times converted to seconds.

Question 19
This question posed more problems for some students whilst others were able to give fully correct
answers.
A popular incorrect answer was to use 12 and 24, not a difference of 6 from each other but a
difference of 6 from 18 which was 72  4. 72  4 was often seen as a first calculation. Some students
used area with 6 and 12 and no marks were awarded as this was not an area question.

Question 20
This was well answered by those who remembered to use a two way table to organise the
information given in the question. They generally scored at least 2 marks and many scored full
marks. Candidates who did not do this usually could not get past the starting calculation of working
out the number of men or of working out the total number playing tennis. In both methods a
significant number of candidates who got as far as finding squash = 20 then failed to get the correct
values for men and women playing squash despite the line stating “8 more men than women played
squash.”

Question 22
The most common successful approach was to work out the total area of the floor and then divide
by the area of 1 roll of underlay. To progress further candidates then had to round their number of
rolls (5.40 up to 6, work out the total cost of 6 rolls and then compare this cost with £400. It was
pleasing to see a significant number of candidates doing just that. Some candidates did try to divide
the floor up into rolls but this approach was usually unsuccessful.

Question 18
This question proved hard for the majority of students to even start. Those who spotted the need for
Pythagoras’s Theorem often correctly completed the first step but added and not subtracted in the
second, and hence got no further than 2 marks.

Question 18
This question was not well done. A large proportion of the responses seen were awarded only one
mark out of the four available for expressing the area of the 4x by 2x rectangle as 4x × 2x. Of the
small proportion of students who gained more credit than this, most scored 2 marks for writing
down a correct expression for the shaded area (often unsimplified) but were unable to get as far as
giving the fully correct expression for t. A final answer of t = 4x was awarded full credit, though
technically this is a formula not an expression. A large number of students simplified 4x × 2x as 8x
and/or 8x × 6x as 48x. The latter incorrect expression for the area of the rhombus, rather that the
correct expression

8x  6 x
was seen quite frequently.
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